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Winter 2012 

 

 

 Your Town, Your News                         

  Bringing Community to the Community Website 
 Now that the Gooderham website is up and running, we need to add some-

thing special to make the site unique and dynamic. We need you. 

The website needs the people who make Gooderham what it is. The town is 

not just buildings and streets. The community is made up of the people and 

their stories. That doesn't include the locals only. We are the locals, but we are 

also the seasonal visitors and the friends and family that come to visit.  We are 

even the people who have never been here but think about moving here to live 

or cottage. 

Without the people, there is no town. Without their stories, we cannot weave 

the fabric that is Gooderham. 

The purpose of the website is to join all of the different elements of      

Gooderham together. In order to be prosperous as a community, there needs to 

be unity among us. The website cannot be created and maintained by a small 

handful of people. It should be a combined effort by the whole community. 

Everyone is welcome to make positive contributions to the site. What we need 

are pictures and stories.  If you have a blog or a website that you would be 

willing to link up, that would help give depth to a small community.         

There needn't be only stories about Gooderham.                                              

It's the stories about the people that make up the story of the town. 

If you think that you have something to offer, then please contact us through 

the website or call Jennifer at 705 447-2556. 

New Babies 

Fred and Barb Bader of 

Glamor Lake Rd welcome 

with love two new grand-

babies. Big sister Alethia cud-

dles with new baby sister Abi-

gail Kathryn-Rose, born on 

Nov. 27, 2011, weighing 8lbs 

2oz. Proud parents are Pete 

and Janine Vinsk. 

  In the New year they wel-

comed another beautiful great 

granddaughter Ryenne Marie 

Flint daughter of Aaron and 

Stephanie Flint. She was born 

on Jan. 6, 2012 and weighed 

8lbs 9ozs.  

Gooderham Star 

Meet Brandon Needham, our latest Gooderham 

Star.  Brandon, who will soon be 7, moved to 

Gooderham last April from Peterborough with 

his mom, Carrie McQuaid and his younger  sister 

Amberlyn.   Moving to a new area and starting a 

new school is always a difficult   transition,    

especially for a shy and quiet child like Brandon, 

but he has done amazingly well with the new 

adjustment.                                                                                

Brandon is making friends at school and also 

regularly earns Role Model stickers in his class that are given out for good 

behaviour. In February he was chosen to be the recipient of the Role Model 

Award for Honesty in his class. His mom Carrie is most proud of his good 

report card that shows he’s doing great in spelling, reading and math, which 

is a big improvement from last year. Brandon loves to play with his Army 

men, cars, and he enjoys making plaster crafts and watching movies...and 

like typical boys, he enjoys playing in the dirt and mud. The move to 

Gooderham is   obviously agreeing with you Brandon, and we are happy to 

have you and your family! Congratulations Brandon- our newest Star! 
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Cottage Country Cats Animal Rescue has the date for the Trash and Treasure event . 

June 16th., between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Located at Head Lake Park in Haliburton. If anyone has slightly used 

articles to donate to CCCAR for the event please call our fundraiser volunteer Kathryn Kidd to make           

arrangements for pick up or delivery 705-457-3746 

 Our mandate is to raise funds to help the homeless and ferals at our colony. Food and medical attention as 

needed. Interacting with people at the event on awareness of spay/neutering programs. Also to let people know 

what our municipality is doing about the problem so 

we can get other municipalities on the same page. 

 We have several volunteers helping out but would 

love to have more. If anyone is interested please call 

Maryanne at 705-447-3308. By the way just to let  

people know I have not had one volunteer from     

Gooderham. It would be nice to have at least one to 

show that this community cares. 

This gorgeous Ginger cat called Pie Plate is needing 

adoption. Pie Plate is a loveable cat once he gets to 

know you. 

Flat Stanley 

 

Many parents or grandparents of 

Elementary students are familiar 

with Flat Stanley. If you have never 

heard of Flat Stanley let me tell all 

about him. He is a paper person 

drawn by your child, they can make 

and colour him as they choose, he 

is then laminated and sent on his 

journey. He is flat because he often 

travels in an envelope through the 

mail or in a pocket, suitcase or 

purse. I was blessed to receive my 

Flat Stanley from my young great 

grandson Jeremy. He came to me 

complete with a journal that I was 

to fill in and then after a week send 

him back with his journal to       

Jeremy. He then would be sent on 

another journey. When he is       

returned Jeremy would read his 

journal to all the other children in 

his class. Well, let me tell you I was 

delighted to receive my Flat Stanley 

and I made sure I took him every-

where I went. We had a wonderful 

time. I took him on long walks 

down country roads and through the 

forest. I introduced him to all the 

wild animals that roam in our area 

of the world. Bears, deer, racoons, 

rabbits, squirrels, chippies and 

every thing else we encountered. I 

told him stories about the bears, 

who were hibernating in the forest 

and how their babies would be born 

while they were hibernating.        

He was delighted to see the playful 

otter as he slithered on and off the 

ice while enjoying his dinner.      

We also took him on long drives 

and into Restaurants, I am not sure 

how he felt while he lay on the   

table watching us eat, but he was 

very well behaved and really didn’t 

seem to mind. One morning though, 

he had a bit of a “hairy” adventure, 

because I took him everywhere I 

took him to the hairdressers with 

me, however, I was shocked when 

he was caught up in the air by the 

hair dryer and flew waaaay up to 

the ceiling, however, it all ended 

well when he came back down to 

earth. Even though I was a little 

concerned he seem to take it all in 

stride and I really think he enjoyed 

his adventure in the air, I could   

almost hear him going weeee.   

Well as with all things Flat 

Stanley’s visit had to come to an 

end and   after filling out his     

journal, I had to put him back in his  

envelope and send him on his way 

to his next journey and adventure. 
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Spotlight On 

Donna Graham Real Estate 

Donna Graham is a self employed Real Estate agent who owns and 

operates her own business. She is well know within our           

community and is always willing to lend a helping hand to anyone 

or any group who is in need of help. They have lived in the area for 

36 yrs.   They moved to Tory Hill in 1975 and moved to      

Gooderham in 1989 when they bought property here and built their 

home and business. Rocky operates Grahams Excavating and she 

runs her own business, Donna Graham Real Estate.  

She also helps her Mother in Law in running Graham’s Restaurant. They raised their two children Sherri and 

Steven here and now enjoy having fun with their three grand children, 13 yr old Tara, 9 yr old Nicolas and 

little Trey who is a a very busy, adorable 20 month old toddler. Donna actively served on council for 10 

years. She was also the liaison to the Gooderham Community Action group where she was very involved and 

a great help to the group. She was able to complete several projects during her time on council one of which 

was getting people involved in improving the playground and adding safe equipment for the children. She 

was also involved with getting the Gooderham rink built and other worthy projects. She enjoys working with 

and for the community and says that one of the things she loves about Gooderham is how the community 

pulls together to help each other. Her goal for this year is to see the new Bandstand proposed for the Park 

completed and is confident that with the participation and help of the community it can be accomplished.   

For all your Real Estate needs whether selling or buying a home contact Donna at 705-447 3448. 

On Saturday, Feb. 25 if you saw 

plumes of smoke billowing 

from a residential property on 

the 507 and fire trucks parked 

in the drive way, there was no 

cause for alarm. Highlands East 

Station 3 out of Gooderham  

invited members from Station 6 

(Cardiff) to a controlled burn 

practice.  

Local resident Rob Pegg       

contacted the fire department  

offering to donate an old 52 

foot house trailer to be burned 

for training purposes. Twelve 

volunteer firefighters, including 

Chief Wingrove spent hours running through various training scenarios involving Search and Rescue, before 

lighting the trailer on fire. This was an excellent opportunity for new recruits and veteran firefighters to get 

valuable hands on training. Everyone involved would like to thank Rob Pegg for this donation. 
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James Dewey – Five Generations 

 

Introducing Michael James Dewey born in Barrie, Ontario September 20, 

2011 to proud parents James David (Jim) and (Beth), Elizabeth Lynne 

(Long), and little sister Grace Charlotte. 

Michael James has a Gooderham Connection in that he is the fifth          

consecutive generation –James. 

His great, great grandfather James I 
(Jim) 1871-1946 was born in Saginaw, 

Michigan to parents John and Alice 

(Close) Dewey. James I came to    

Gooderham with the Howrey Lumber 

Company as a bush ranger with the early white pine loggers in the 1890’s, 

operating southeast of Gooderham, at a time when Gooderham could boast a 

new railway and several commercial establishments, including three hotels. 

The original white pine timber was floated by water (log drives) to sawmills 

as far away as Fenelon Falls and Peterborough.  

James I stayed on in Gooderham long after the white pine logging days.     

During World War I he assisted in training new recruits from up and down 

the line (the railway line) in the old Orange Hall, with their trenches dug into 

the nearby school hill. Sgt. James Dewey went overseas in 1916 as part of the 

109th Battalion. He lived out his later years on Dewey Street. He and his wife 

Mary (Adams) raised their family at Troopers Lk – including a son -James II. 

James II (Jimmy) 1905-1975   Spent his entire life in the Gooderham area. From an early age he worked 

at sawmilling and logging; and for many years in carpentry.  He resided in later years with his family on 

Dewey Street, leaving a  legacy of hard work and integrity. He and his wife 

Myrtle (Staley) raised their family in the Gooderham area, including a son – 

James Edgar - James III 

 

James Edgar – James III (Jimmy) was born in 1936.  

Worked in sawmilling, and exploratory 

mining during the 1950’s uranium boom. 

He spent 35 years with the former Lands 

and Forests, and Natural Resources.        

In early years as a forest ranger out of 

Gooderham he spent a lot of time putting 

out forest fires in summer and scaling 

Crown timber in winter, cut by such   

companies as Peterborough Lumber. 

He later specialized in Crown land management out of Lindsay and Minden, 

now retired in Gooderham. He and his wife Marie (MacDuff) raised their 

family in Gooderham, including a son James David - James IV 

James V with Grampa 

James I 

James II 

James III 
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James David – James IV           
(Jim) was born in 1975. 

Growing up in Gooderham, he started his 

teaching career in London, England and 

in North Carolina, travelling extensively.    

He is currently teaching in Barrie,      

Ontario along with his wife Elizabeth 

(Beth), raising their new family there,  

including a son – Michael James, born 

September 20, 2011- James V 

Michael James’ sister Grace Charlotte, 

born January 19, 2010 has her own     

Gooderham Connection. On gramma’s 

side, her great grandparents, Charlotte 

and David MacDuff were long time   

residents of the Gooderham area, raising their family here. 

The writer recalls many changes in Gooderham since he was young. Sights and sounds included train whistles, 

school bell, sawmills, lumber piles, log dumps, 4 general stores, barber shop, bake shop, a blacksmith shop,     

a jail, and often horses with sleighs or wagons tied near the stores in town.  Occasionally cows could be seen in 

the street. 

A proud landmark for years, the Gooderham Consolidated School (1923-1963)  provided learning for up to 

one hundred students to grade 10. Until the early 1950’s kids from several miles out of town were brought to 

school by horse-drawn wooden vans, heated in winter by small woodstoves. 

The Christmas Concert and the Fall Fair were big events in Gooderham. 

With hydro not arriving in Gooderham until 1949, the locals depended on woodstoves for cooking and heating, 

kerosene lamps for lighting and buckets to carry water for household needs. Most grew their own meat and 

garden produce; supplemented by maple syrup, berry picking, and venison. Our local roads over rough terrain 

were not plowed in winter until the 1940’s. 

Most cut sawlogs and cordwood in winter, and to move such heavy loads by teams of horses and sleighs,   

winter draw roads over frozen swamps and lakes were used to avoid steep hills. One main winter draw road 

crossing several frozen lakes, provided access from the Bear (Glamor) Lake community down hill to the water

-powered sawmill below the dam here in Gooderham, as well as to the railway siding.                                                                 

The last train to leave the Gooderham station was in March of 1960, after serving as a vital link with the     

outside since 1894, replaced by trucking on better roads. Our open farm fields are now growing back to       

forests, and many of our old homesteads have disappeared. Our kids are now bused to central schools.            

A modern   electric– powered sawmill now replaces the old water-powered sawmill in Gooderham.  

With better access from large urban centres, and changing economic times, the Gooderham area has in recent 

years become a viable summer cottage community, mainly due to the quality of our many clean deep-water 

lakes near the top of the watershed. 

And so, Michael James, as you can see, after five generations, Gooderham has come a long way since those 

early days; but while we don’t have cows in the street now, some may suggest when looking at the state of our 

downtown core, that we still have a way to go. 

 

By Jim Dewey (James III) January 2012 

James IV 

Grace Charlotte and James V 
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  The Next Homestead  
   by Andrew von Zuben 

 

Homesteading North of the 

Shield Edge 

 

 

 When we moved into the 

area, we weren't planning on 

farming.  Otherwise we 

would have looked to move 

somewhere where there is 

more soil, flat land, and a longer growing season. 

When we decided to make our home into a homestead 

we  decided to stay here in the Gooderham area.  

Friends and family have suggested moving where 

there is better farming land and a higher density of 

farming families and infrastructure.  That would be an 

easier way to take on the homesteading lifestyle, but I 

don't believe that our overall experience would be  

better. Nor   would we learn as much about building a 

farm on marginal land. 

 

  One of our central goals is to inspire others to follow 

a similar lifestyle.  Especially those who wish to     

escape urban life and take on a more fulfilling role. 

To do so in the south is expensive because of the high 

cost of land. The tragic irony is that prime farmland 

south of the Canadian shield is more valuable as  

housing developments than as farmland.                 

That is a poor civilization building strategy. 

Affordable land is remote.  Remote land is mostly 

north of the shield edge. 

To find cheap land you must sacrifice the luxury that 

prime arable land offers. 

If we want to help others fulfill their homesteading 

dreams we must show that it is possible without a lot 

of money and practical doing so on marginal lands. 

 

  There have been farms here before.  I don't know 

why they have been largely abandoned.           

Throughout Canada there has been a slow bleeding of 

rural culture. 

We are witnessing a dangerous loss of knowledge and 

experience.  Perhaps there are lessons to be learned 

from Gooderham's agricultural past. 

It is too late to stem the tide here in Gooderham but 

perhaps it is still possible to reverse the trend in other 

parts of the country. 

Our focus, however, remains here.  The onus on our 

example is to not only farm this land but to stay the 

course for the long term.   It seems that many people 

begin with good intentions but burn out or give up  

after time.  Not only have farming practices been    

unsustainable, it seems that the lifestyle choice itself 

has limited capacity for longevity. 

The fact remains that places like Gooderham hold   

realistic opportunities for modern homesteading.   

Certainly the economic opportunities are dwindling. 

Without tourist dollars the local economy would     

almost certainly collapse.  Even our farm will have to 

depend on tourism in the early stages. 

 

  Economic prosperity is rooted largely in natural    

resources. Capitalizing on the resources of the region 

will be the key to rebuilding the local economic fabric. 

In the past there was resource based wealth, but that 

was consumed until the resources were spent.         

Renewing a resource based local economy depends on 

long term planning and sustainable practices. 

  As the demand for food grows and the availability of 

arable land dwindles, there is the opportunity to use 

that resource which is most abundant; land. It may be 

shield land but by combining proven and sustainable 

techniques with modern technology and knowledge, 

the land could be used to produce food.  And food 

may soon become one of the most valuable natural 

resources available to us. 

 

In reality, 

Canadians 

are turning 

their backs 

to rural life. 

In doing so, 

Canadians 

are       

abandoning 

the tremendous opportunity to cultivate the stability 

and sustainability of our society. 

 

If you are interested in following our progress on a 

daily basis,  we can be found at Bedrock and Brambles 

(bedrockandbrambles.blogspot.com). 

 

While your at it, check out Feather +Anchor 

(erinellenbergermarch.com), a local family searching 

out the beauty and simplicity in rural life. 
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The Gooderham Sky 

 

Many of you who have glanced at the winter night sky may have  

noticed a very bright "star" that appeared first over the eastern      

horizon and now sits high in the south after sunset. This is Jupiter, 

the largest of our planets. Jupiter`s steady shine makes it               

unmistakable against the twinkling backdrop of stars. The planets are 

relatively close to us compared to the very distant stars. The single 

ray of light from a star gets bounced around as it passes through our 

atmosphere to make it to your eye compared to the large amount of 

light rays that is reflected from a closer planet and are less noticeably 

affected .An easy way to tell them apart,that and the fact that the 

planets follow the same path as the sun and the moon across the sky 

(called the ecliptic) so they never appear directly above or towards 

the north. 

With a diameter of 142,984km (compared to our 12,756km) Jupiter 

truly is the King of the planets. If you could pop the top off of it, 

you could fill it with a thousand earths. Sitting just over 5 times the 

distance from the sun as us, Jupiter takes almost 12 years to com-

plete one orbit. When Galileo aimed his small telescope toward it 400 yrs ago and seen its 4 brightest moons 

appearing as specks orbiting the large disc of Jupiter like a small version of our solar system ,he realized that 

Copernicus, a hundred years before, was right in saying that the sun is the centre of our solar system. 

As bright as Jupiter is, it`s rival in brightness is now rising higher in the west after sunset,Venus. Named after 

the Roman goddess of love and beauty, it is the brightest of the planets. With a closer orbit than ours, Venus 

never strays far from the sun so it always appears as an "evening" or "morning" star. The Romans could have 

no idea that the beauty of her shine hid a very hostile world. The product of a runaway greenhouse affect, it`s 

atmosphere is laden with carbon dioxide and the heat that makes it to her surface is trapped there, cranking the 

temperature to hundreds of degrees celsius. The thickness of it`s atmosphere would have the same pressure as 

being a kilometre below the ocean. This combination of heat and pressure made sure that the few Russian 

spacecraft that made it to the surface were quickly melted and crushed. 

Watch for Venus to climb higher in the west and Jupiter to continue towards her and pass under. Venus will 

stay an evening "star" until about May when she dips below the horizon and reappears as a morning "star".    

In the mean time, watch for the next couple of crescent moons to glide past the duo for a spectacular sky      

showing. 

Two more planets have appeared in the early morning sky. See if you can spot Mars high in the south before 

sunrise amongst the stars of Leo the lion by it`s steady reddish hue and in the southeast to the left of the    

twinkling blue star Spica, lies the steady tannish hue of Saturn .More on these show pieces later. 

 

Until then, clear skies, 

Brian Mould 

Jupiter and the Moon 

“The sun, with all those planets revolving around it and dependent on it, can still ripen a bunch of grapes 

as if it had nothing else in the universe to do.” - Galileo Galilei 
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Ward 3 Councillor’s   

Report  by Cec Ryall  

Spring has sprung, or maybe not! 

Winter is putting up a tough fight to 

stick around a little longer but the   

maple sap is running and that is a 

good sign. 

The Gooderham Rink will soon be 

closing after a rather disappointing 

year. The weather was not our 

friend this season. However, many 

thanks to Brian Horner, Jon English 

and the Gooderham Station 3    

Firefighters for being there again to 

help with the ice maintenance. The 

lighting and heating in the change 

room was well appreciated.         

Jim Alden and his team at the mu-

nicipality did their best to keep up 

with the snow clearance but it     

always seemed to snow on the 

weekends. 

Thanks to Earl Covert and the roads 

crew, Ursa Road is safer to travel 

because the rocky outreach that was 

on the road apron has been         

removed. Additional clean up may 

be necessary after the spring thaw. 

The Gooderham Historical Group 

met again in January and is        

continuing to put together and     

restore some of the pictures that 

show the history of Gooderham. If 

you have any pictures that you 

think would show the historical 

character of the Gooderham area, 

please leave your contact informa-

tion with Marilyn Billings, at the 

Gooderham library. 

Unfortunately, we are still looking 

for a home for the Gooderham   

Bottle Drive. This project is a must 

for our community. Over the years, 

the drive has raised thousands of 

dollars for worthwhile Gooderham 

projects. 

The Gooderham Community      

Action Group and the Station 3 

Firefighters have sent in their 2012 

Canada Day grant application.  

Now we must wait to see if we get 

funding assistance again this year.     

The municipality is also applying 

for three grants with the HCDC to 

assist in expanding our tourism  

options in Highlands East. All three 

will have a positive impact on 

Ward 3 and Gooderham. We should 

have confirmation if we are        

successful by mid-April and I will 

have more info for you then.  

I am also working with the        

Haliburton County Tourism        

Department, the Ontario Highlands 

Tourism        Organization (OHTO) 

and the Haliburton Chamber of 

Commerce to see what can be done 

to improve the  economic position 

of Highlands East as a visitor       

destination within the Haliburton 

Highlands. It is too early to give 

you any further news. 

The municipal budget is nearly 

completed and I have asked for   

additional improvements to our 

Gooderham facilities. This would 

include upgrading Community  

Centre Road and the parking lots 

for both the fire hall and the     

community centre. The beach in 

town is in bad shape and needs to 

be repaired. The furnace at the fire 

hall is on its last legs and must be 

replaced. Hopefully, we will be 

able to afford these needed              

improvements. If all goes well, 

Gooderham will have three new 

signs in the spring that will replace 

those on the east, west and south 

entrances to town. The approval for 

the design of the signs will be going 

before Council in March. That 

would enable installation before the 

long weekend in May. 

I hope that everyone enjoys the up-

coming warm weather. Be safe and 

be careful around fast moving 

spring thaw run off waters. 

Newly formed Historical 

Group 

Even since our “Doors Open” 

event last year there has been a 

renewed interest in preserving the 

History of Gooderham, prompting 

several interested citizens to meet 

together once a month and share 

their pictures, artefacts and stories 

about the early days in          

Gooderham. They are also in the 

process of restoring old pictures 

and are looking for any pictures 

relating to the Logging Industry, 

the Shingle Factory, and Mill    

related pictures or artefacts. If you 

have anything you would like to 

share with the group or would just 

like to come and learn a little more 

about the history of Gooderham, 

they will be meeting on Monday 

March 19th at 7:00 PM at the     

Library. Everyone is welcome. 

New Library Hours               
Tues. 6-8                                 

Wed. 1-4                               

Thurs. 1-4                                  

Sat. 10-12  

Book group discussion group 

meets at the Library the first    

Tuesday of the month at 7pm. 
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Kids Corner  Tongue Twisters & Jokes: 

Here is a joke submitted by 6 year old Avery 

Horner, that she learned at school: 

3 men go hunting. The first man comes back with a 

deer. “How’d you do it, how’d you do it?” asks his 

friends. “I see the tracks, I follow the tracks, I shoot 

the deer”, he tells them. The second man comes back 

with a bear. “How’d you do it, how’d you do it? Asks his 

friend. “I see the tracks, I follow the tracks, I shoot 

the bear,” he explains. The third man comes back with 

a broken everything. “How’d you do it, how’d you do it?” 

they ask. “I see the tracks, I follow the tracks, I 

shoot the train, the train don’t stop and now I’m going 

to die!”    

TONGUE TWISTER CHALLENGE: try saying this 

three times: Larry liked licking yellow lollies.  

Contact Us: 

If you have a suggestion for an article or 

any comments regarding the Gooderham 

Connection Newsletter please contact   

either. 

Barb Bader –705 447-2207                     

Or email Jennifer Horner at :                  

goodhorner@bell.net 

The Gooderham Connection Newsletter 

welcomes all articles and contributions 

from the community. 

To advertise contact Barb Bader of the 

Gooderham Community Action Group. 

Archived issues can be viewed on line at 

www.gooderhamontario.com 

If you would like to receive this       

newsletter by email, please contact Jenni-

fer at above email address. 


