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Late Summer  

2011 

 

 Your Town, Your News                         

Gooderham Star 

I’d like to introduce you to one of 
our local teenagers Lauren Graham.  
Lauren is 18 years old and is in 

grade 12 at Haliburton Highlands 
Secondary School.   She is planning 
on staying at HHSS for one more 
year after graduation and then in 
2012 she plans to go to University 
to study Psychology.  Her favourite 
sport is Figure skating, which she 
enjoys watching.  She also likes to 
walk and do yoga.  In her spare 
time she loves to read, watch    
movies and work on different art 
projects.  Lauren is also a very   
talented young lady and you may 

have seen some of her art work 
hanging in the Rails End Gallery.  
She enjoys all kinds of art.   Her 
favourites would be pottery, paint-
ing and mixed media.  She also said 
that art has been something she has 
been interested in all her life but it 
has definitely become a bigger part 
of her life in the last four years.  
She is a great help at home and 
babysits her younger brother and 
sister while her parents are at work.  
Congratulations Lauren! 

A New Page for  

Gooderham’s Story 

Keeping with the pace of  information 
technology, the town of Gooderham 
would like to announce the arrival of 
it’s own website.  We are now         
represented on the internet bringing the 
beauty and outdoor culture of Gooder-
ham to the world.   Initiated last winter 
by the Gooderham LCBO bottle drive, 
the main purpose of the website is to 
promote local businesses and showcase 
the local people and town history.  By     
taking ourselves to the world we hope 
that people will choose Gooderham as 
a vacation destination, as a cottage  
retreat, or as a place to call home. For 
the people who have already            
discovered the area, the  website serves 
as a link to upcoming events, local 
weather conditions, news, fire ban 
alerts, and an easy way to contact local 
businesses. The website has been made 
possible by the willingness of local 
business to participate by purchasing 
space in the business directory.  Local 
business Hotspur Media, has been 
hired to design and maintain the web-
site.  So far, the community has sent in 

photos and descriptions of volunteer 
groups.  Other contributors include  
local historian Elva Bates who wrote 
the history segment, and Tracy Evans 
who provided the introduction to the 
site.  In order to keep the site fresh and 
informative we welcome anyone to 
participate by either writing about local 
events past or upcoming, providing 
local news, or contributing photos both 
past and present.  Photos of the town 
and early settlers and families are           
especially welcome to expand the    
historical portion of the site. This 
would be a great place for us to create 
an online photo album using family 
photos of town.    Another exciting 
part of the website is the link to the 
Gooderham Classifieds Facebook page 
where, for free, people can list their 
want ads, advertise their   garage sales, 
sell unwanted items or list property for 
sale.  This is a community run project 
and needs   feedback and suggestions 
to best represent our town.  So        
everyone is welcome to help put this 
together and show Gooderham to the 
world. And thanks to all those who 
have helped bring the Gooderham 
website into virtual reality. 

Jena Leigh Spanger 

Born: June 28, 2011 

Weight: 8lbs. 11oz. 

Birthplace: Peterborough 

Hospital 

Parents: Brandon Spanger & 

Tammie Billings 

Grandparents: Joe & Cheryl 

Billings and Les & Shirley 

Spanger 

Great Grandparents: Charlie 

Billings & Grenville Graham 

Welcome….Welcome….Welcome….Welcome….    



2 

Spotlight On:                                        

Haliburton Highlands Forestry Consultants                                 
This issue we are showcasing Clayton Roberts of Haliburton Highland Forestry Consultants. 

Clayton originally cottaged in the Gooderham area as a youngster in the early 60's. His family moved to their 

cottage on Big Glamor Lake in 1968. He finished high school in Haliburton before moving to Toronto to     

attend college. Clayton worked for the next 25 years in the computer field living in the NWT and Nunavut for 

15 years before moving back to this area in 2000. His family including his parents (whom live on Madill road) 

and brother (who with his family resides in Australia)  purchased some forested properties in the Glamor Lake 

area and became interested in logging the properties in an environmentally friendly fashion. It was left to Clay-

ton to oversee this operation. He originally took courses in the forestry industry to take care of the combined 

family properties. Eventually Clayton decided to start his own business in this field as he found it to be both 

very interesting and a great way to spend his days in the outdoors which he enjoys very much. To this end he 

now holds the following certifications: Certified Tree Marker, Managed Forest Approver, Certified Chainsaw 

Operator, Hardwood Lumber Grader. 

HHFC offers a number of forestry services including the following: Tree Removal (Danger and Otherwise, 

they are fully insured), Tree Planting, Tree Marking, Managed Forest Approval & Plan Preparation (Ontario 

Government Program to reduce land taxes on forested property) and Property Boundary Identification. 

They specialize in recapturing lake views lost between the cottage and the lake due to tree blockage. With their 

background in good forestry practices they can offer advise on which trees and tree species to retain, remove 

and plant. This process will enhance the ascetic and financial value of the property. They will also place high 

value on environmentally friendly practices that ensure shoreline issues are addressed. 

HHFC approve and prepare the appropriate paperwork for forested properties over 10 acres that meet the crite-

ria for the provincial government program that reduces property taxes (Managed Forest Tax Incentive           

Program). 

They can answer a wide variety of questions concerning forestry issues on locally owned and vacation proper-
ties. Do not hesitate to contact them with any forestry related issues. HHFC will attend cottager AGM's on re-
quest to do a short presentation on good forestry practises on cottage properties. Contact Clayton Roberts of 
Haliburton Highlands Forestry Consultants, Box 332 Gooderham, Ontario K0M 1R0 705 447-2519 or email at 
Aroberts1@interhop.net 

 

 

 

 

View from cottage before.      Beautiful view from cottage after. 
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Doors Open Ontario 

Celebrating 10 years of  

Opening Doors. 

This year marked the 10 anniver-
sary of “Doors Open Ontario” and 
The Municipality of Highland East 
was one of the sites chosen for 
2011.  Doors Open Ontario gives us 
the opportunity to glimpse the past, 
and to step into a different time.  
Gooderham was well represented 
and had four historical sites for  
people to visit and explore.  On 
June 11th and 12th people were in-
vited and had the opportunity to 
participate in Doors Open Ontario 
in Gooderham.  There were four 
historical sites to visit.  The 
McColl/Madill Homestead on 
Tamarack Lake Rd. Gooderham, 
now owned by Ken and Sharon 
Stoughton Craig.  This was one of 
the first homesteads in Gooderham.  
It is better known as the Thomas 
and Maggie Madill farm, estab-
lished in 1918.  An original barn 
still stands and parts of the home 

are original.  Also being on display 
was the Williams Property & 
Cemetery on County Rd. 503, 
Gooderham.  The original house on 
this property was built in 1877, but 
burnt and was   rebuilt in 1903.  
The Williams family cemetery is 
located in the sheltered area south-
west of the house.   People were 
also encouraged to visit the 
Gooderham Pioneer Cemetery.  The 
Pioneer Cemetery contains graves 
of the earliest settlers of the com-
munity then known as Canada 
West, from 1853 to 1905.  The 
Robert McCausland Memorial 
Community Centre was another 
location where people could come 
and visit and take a journey back 
through the history of Gooderham’s 
past.  It was a great time and oppor-
tunity for visitors and the commu-
nity to come and walk down mem-
ory lane through pictures and arte-
facts.  It was an amazing display 
that made you feel as if you were a 
part of the history of this beautiful 
community.  You could spend 
hours there, looking through the 

pictures and touching the artefacts 
of the past that shaped our future, 
the things that made    Gooderham 
the town it is today.  Thanks to all 
who took part and those who 
brought their pictures and treasure 
of our past for us to enjoy, and 
those who came to help us to cele-
brate the 10th anniversary of 
“Doors Open Ontario”.   You did a 
great job Gooderham of opening 
your Doors and letting the world 
know what life was like so many 
years ago.  Once again it makes us 
proud to be a part of this great little 
town. 

Due to the overwhelming interest in 

preserving Gooderham’s past and 

the need to find a place where we 

can permanently display our his-

tory through pictures and artefacts, 

a group interested in preserving 

Gooderham’s history was formed.  

If you would like to be a part of this 

historical group contact Cec Ryall   

705-447-3473 or Barb Bader 705-

447-2207. 

Local Artists 
This issue we are profiling a husband and wife who have combined their talents to produce beautiful art 
work.  Duncan and Sue Gray moved to Gooderham in 1999.  They were looking for a peaceful, getaway ha-
ven, where they could relax and work on their art work.  Gooderham seemed to be the ideal place for them, it 
was quiet, picturesque, and everyone was so friendly, just what they were looking for.    

 Sue tells me she started with drawing in school when she was a teenager.  She started painting and took 
her first folk art class when she was 18.  Shortly after that she took an oil painting course, the rest is his-
tory.  She did take a few years off to raise her family.  They had two children.  Bruce who passed away in 1986 
and James who just graduated from Guelph with a Bachelors of Science in Physics.  He is continuing his edu-
cation at Conestoga College .  Then after losing her brother to a brain tumour, painting became her therapy, 
painting 10 hrs a day.  She started selling her art work in stores developing a steady clientele and then in 2007 
they joined the Highlands East Studio Tour.                                                                                                                     
 Duncan said that he has always had a love for creating with wood. His father was a carpenter and he 
followed in his fathers footsteps.  He started his own construction company in 1985.  However, making things 
for Sue to paint on has been his passion and something he has done ever since they have been married.  He 
makes Log tables, cabinets, and just about anything made of wood.  Sue not only paints on wood but using 
acrylics and pastels Sue paints on canvas, suede, old saws, and anything else that will hold paint.  Together 
they make a great team.  You can reach them at the cottage 705-447-2064 or at home 905-427-6872 or email 
woodndreamesstudio@rogers.com and you can visit them on the Studio Tour coming up on Aug. 13th & 14th 
and 20th & 21st http://www.highlandseastartour.com/ 
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Thanks to ve Taylor for 

 

Ward 3 Councillor’s Report prepared by Cec Ryall 

Summer has come and nearly gone. Little people are going back to school and the season of the colours is 

almost upon us. And, more importantly, the mosquitoes will be saying good bye, as well.   

We had a great Open Doors event this summer, which saw a large number of people visit the sites around 

Highlands East. After seeing the displays, especially the one at the weekend at the Robert McCausland Me-

morial Community Centre several people suggested that we find a permanent place to store and display 

Gooderham and Glamorgan history. A group of around 10 people would like to make that happen. If you 

are interested in being part of the group, please let me know at 705-447-3473 or contact Marilyn Billings, at 

the Gooderham Library. 

Canada Day was a great success, thanks to the efforts of Ron Barr, the Station 3 Firefighters and the 

Gooderham Community Action Group. The horseshoe tournament, the kids’ events, the ‘Jaws of Life Dis-

play’ and the fireworks were awesome. Next year should be even better. 

Unfortunately, there was only a horseshoe tournament for Horseshoe Days this year. Several people indi-

cated that they would like to see a Demolition Derby return next year. If a group would volunteer to organ-

ize the event, a derby could be in place for next summer. 

Through the undying efforts of Jennifer Horner, www.gooderhamontarion.com is up and running. It is an 

excellent web site and provides a tonne of info. Please visit it and link to it. You will not be disappointed. 

The Gooderham sign coming in from Tory Hill has been temporarily replaced until the new sign system for 

the municipality has been completed. Originally, we thought that it would be in place this year. However, 

legal work had to be done on the new municipal marketing program, which took more time than expected. 

However, the 4 new signs for Gooderham, including the community centre will be in place in the spring. 

The new signage for Gooderham will reflect that theme. We will be the first area in the municipality to give 

it a go. The project will also be extended to brand our community centre with new signage, as well. 

The community centre has had a fresh look to its outside and there are plans to complete the upgrades the 

fire alarm system and the washroom accessibility before the end of the year.                  

The new change room is in place for the ice rink and will be operational this winter.       

The new tanker truck is on order and should be here this fall. Bill hopes to have the roof on the fire hall re-

placed that fall, as well. 

The pharmacy and medical centre, in Wilberforce, are in progress. The pharmacy may not be as critical to 

many of us in Ward 3 as the medical centre. However, the pharmacy must come first in order to attract the 

qualified staff that we will need for the medical centre. The pharmacy will be open this year but staffing the 

medical centre will be the bigger challenge and could take longer. 

The five new advisory committees to Council are now operating and have started looking into challenges 

and opportunities for the municipality. I look after business and economic development and we are a very 

energetic and motivated group. If you have any questions on any of the committees, please do not hesitate 

to call me. 

I wish everyone a safe, fun-filled and colourful fall. 
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The Next  Homestead:   

First words, First steps. 

By Andrew Von Zuben 

   It is true that each of us considers the meaning of 
life.  For some, it is simple introspection.  For others, 
a lifelong quest. 

      Underlying our desire for meaning is something 
ancient.  Something instinctual.  The foundation upon 
which we create meaning and purpose in our daily 
lives.  In this technological age meaning begs for   
purpose.  But it is  survival that drives us to continue 
being.  It is survival that must be our meaning and 
purpose. 

    Living comfortable lives in the developed world, 
we have lost the passion that witnesses survival.  Ours 
is virtually assured.  Drive and focus are turned      
towards gathering wealth, and survival is marginalized 
into varying degrees of separation. Yet, the fragility of 
our eminent survival remains. 

There are many dynamics eroding the future of our 
survival.  Most insidious of all is the complacency that 
has deprived us of the ingenuity of our ancestors.    
We may lose what we need to continue surviving. 

    So you believe that the system is stable.             
That    government will ensure the perpetuation of our 
society as we know it.  That continuing economic 
growth will reward us and bring the developing world 
out of    poverty. And so faith supports us. 

    Thus far, we have ignored the signs of warning.  
How great of a calamity do we need to awake us from 
a stupor of prosperity? What if there is no defining 
moment of change?  A gradual descent into oblivion.                                   
Not with a bang but a whimper. 

    Survival as an individual is a relatively simple    
matter of superiority. Survival as a species is a mo-
mentous obligation that we owe to the depths of our 
very Being. Transcending the need of the individual is 
the selfless action required to achieve generations.  To 
fulfill the need to survive. 

    Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needs helps us  
understand how to most efficiently order our           
priorities.  Water, food, and shelter.  Our most primal 
requirements must be met first, without which we will 

perish.  These are needs most readily met in this     
society.  Highly organized, bureaucratically and     
politically controlled.  Such a large scale that the    
individual recedes from relevance.  Each of us may 
ask what role we assume in contributing to civilized 
life.  So many will discover that their hard work drives 
the lesser needs that have taken prominence in a well 
heeled lifestyle. 

  There are many risks associated with becoming    
disenfranchised from our own survival.  Among them 
is the risk that the great organization will fail in the 
face of a change too rapid to which to adapt. 

  The greater is the risk that we will lose that which 
fulfills us most profoundly.  The risk that we will fail 
to complete our selves in this life. The risk that we 
will forget what it means to survive. 

    With my family, I am challenging a lifestyle that 
will engage us in the basic skills that humans need in 
order to survive in a civil and sustainable way.          
In some cases it is a matter of looking to our ancestry 
for forgotten arts and holding on to knowledge that 
has borne us through millennia.  In other ways we will 
strive for new ingenuity looking forward, nurturing an 
innate adaptability. 

  I will share some of our experiences in the hope that 
we may inspire you to choose a life that provides 
greater self-actualization.  And there is nothing more 
inspiring than the stewardship of your own survival. 

Read Andrew’s next article on sustainable living in 
the late Summer issue of the Gooderham Connection. 

Andrew and his wife Kira, live year-round  in the 

Gooderham area with their two children.              

Having set their roots down they plan to stay in the 

area permanently to build a small farm that will    

support them into the future.                                    

Anyone wishing to join the discussion may reach    

Andrew at avonzuben@gmail.com 

A great big “Thank You” goes out to Carrie 

Wybenga and family who generously donated their 

no longer needed hockey net to our community 

skating rink. On behalf of everyone who uses the 

rink and especially the hockey players who last 

year had to use a bench as their second net, we  

appreciate your kindness and willingness to help! 
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 Rescue in the Park                
by Barb Bader 

 
One morning during our usual walk 

through the Park we encountered a 

beautiful Killdeer flitting through the 

grass.  She seemed to be very agitated 

with us squawking and running 

around.  When she started feigning 

injury I realized that she must have a 

nest close by. Pretending to be hurt or 

crippled was her way of drawing us 

away from the nest.  I always carry a 

camera with me and I quickly re-

trieved it and was able to get some 

amazing pictures of the bird, nest and 

the four little eggs.  We were con-

cerned that perhaps the maintenance 

crew would destroy the nest when 

they cut the grass.  However, we were 

able to get a stick in the ground to 

mark the nest and the crew were care-

ful not to cut the grass in that area.  

We watched her everyday until one 

day I went down and there were the 

four little birds following mamma 

around the field.                             

Mission accomplished! 

Kids Karate 

The Gooderham LCBO 
Sponsored Kids Karate   

program will begin this Fall 
on Tuesday evenings from 6 

–7pm at the community    
centre. If your child is inter-
ested in participating in this 
weekly class, please email 
(goodhorner@bell.net) or 
call Jennifer at 705 447-

2556 to register  

Although the LCBO bottle 
drive will pay for these 
classes, there will be a 

$25.00 enrolment fee per 
child.  This fee will be used 
to purchase equipment for 

the dojo. 

Cardio Combat 

The Cardio Combat classes 
take place at the Community 
Centre on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:15-8pm. Class starts 
with stretching and toning 
exercises, followed by a  
session of cardio. These 
classes are only $5.00. 

 So, What Really Happened! 

As many people know, Gooderham Horseshoe Days did not take place this year for the first time in many.   

Although you may have heard several reasons why, many of them are untrue. Perhaps this will provide a little 

clarity to the situation.In the past, the event has had outstanding support from the community and the county. 

As our economic times have changed, causing changes in our world and lives, we have found ourselves faced 

with the decision to cancel the event for the time being. More and more local businesses have found it difficult 

to financially support the event. Many of our volunteers have suffered from “volunteer burnout”.                

Some folks would love to hep but with work and family commitments, can no longer afford the time. This 

trend has been evident some tie as many of our helpers for the past couple of years came from out of town. It 

takes many volunteers to run the event successfully and although some eager volunteers stepped forward this 

year, there just wasn’t enough to put it together. With a shortfall of helping hands, the decision was made not 

to hold the event in 2011. Perhaps in the future community members will step forward and revive Gooderham 

Horseshoe Days once again, otherwise many great times will go down as history. Many thanks to all that have 

helped in the past and to those who tried so hard this year! Your efforts will not go un-noticed. 
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Karate Club 

Graduation 

 
The Gooderham  Youth Karate Club was 
started last Fall, sponsored by the LCBO 
bottle drive fund. Instructor Denise White 
held classes every Tuesday evening at the 
Community Center. These weekly classes 
were free for local kids. Teaching respect 
and discipline is a large component of 
learning Karate and the students        re-
sponded very well to this.  Local resident 
Tim Drew was kind enough to purchase 
belts for each of the students graduating. 
For their graduation the students put on a 
display for their parents of the techniques 

they learned. Having free programs such as this made available to all the families is very rare. It’s encouraging 
that so many of the kids were committed to this class, that we were able to provide them with such a qualified 
instructor and that the community really supported this project by donating to the bottle drive fund and Mr. 
Drew’s donation of belts. 
Smaller towns struggle to provide healthy and positive activities for their youth, and we hope that programs 
like this will continue to be used by the families, and supported by our community. 

Above –students per-

forming the kada they 

learned for their parents 

at graduation. 

Right –The Gooderham 

Youth Karate class of 

2011 

Back Row –Stephanie 

Drew, Damon Winder, 

Instructor Denise White,  

Front Row –Eric Wooten, 

Madison Smith, Jacob 

Boomhour, Owen 

Wooten and Shaina 

Hunter 

The Gooderham Community Action Group is looking for the community to choose the recipient of the 

Community Spirit Award to be given out at the Christmas Dinner.  Please email 

marilyn.wooder@gmail.com in 25 words or less, who you would nominate and why.  Nominations will 

take place until September 30th and then voting will take place in October.  You can also visit the web-

site at www.gooderhamontario.ca to nominate your individual. 
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Kids Corner 
Knock Knock      

Who’s There?               

Old Lady.           

Old Lady Who?                 

I didn’t know you 

could yodel. 

 

What do you do if a 

teacher rolls her eyes at you? 
      

Pick them up and roll back to her! 

 

Tongue Twister                           
A big black bug bit a big black bear, 

made the big black bear bleed blood. 


