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Fall 2011 

 

 

 Your Town, Your News                         

    Gooderham’s Annual  Christmas Dinner 

Mark your calendars!  Our annual Christmas  dinner is coming up on Saturday Dec. 10th at the 

Robert McCausland Memorial Community   Centre.   Back by popular demand is our caterer 

Candy Robinson.  Come and enjoy a traditional Turkey dinner with old friends, and meet some new ones.  

Dinner will be served at 6:00 and we will be having our penny auction again this year.  This is also the time 

when we announce our “Community Spirit Award” winner for this year.  Tickets are $15.00 each and can be 

purchased from Barb Bader 705-447-2207, Marilyn Wooder 705 447-2906, Bonnie Ryall 705-447- 3473, or 

Mary Cox 705-447-3446. Come and enjoy some fun and good food. 

Gooderham 

Star 

Life is full of firsts, first 

tooth, first steps, first day 

at kindergarten and in no 

time at all it is their first 

day of High School.       

For 14 yr. old Brittany Haywood, daughter of Donna 

& Reg. her first day of High School was both exciting 

and a little scary.  Brittany was born in Gooderham 

and started her school life at the Gooderham School; 

she then went on to Stuart Baker and then J.D. Hodg-

son.  As a little girl she wanted to be Cinderella when 

she grew up, but her plans have changed; now her 

goals are set on being a professional athlete.  When 

asked how her first day at Haliburton Highlands Sec-

ondary School went Brittany said that she was a little 

nervous, and like so many new students she wondered 

if she would fit in and be accepted, and of course, 

whether she would meet new friends. She was also 

concerned about all of the influences she would en-

counter.      She said that the highlight of her first day 

at high school was meeting new friends and teachers.  

The most exciting thing was finding out that she could 

be more involved in the sports that she loves and is so 

proficient at.  She is now playing soccer, volley ball, 

involved in track & field and looking forward to snow 

boarding in the winter, and best of all she says that 

this is the start of a brand new chapter in her life.     

She is adjusting well to her new school and is doing 

very well in the academic program. She has made 

many new friends, likes her teachers and does not 

miss her old school at all.  In looking back, although 

her first day of High School was filled with nerves, 

and concerns with fitting in, she has met the challenge, 

and is now a regular high school student.               

Way to go Brittany! Keep your eyes on your goals. 

Gooderham’s Newest Baby 

Meer Serenity von Zuben 
 

Born on November 13 in Peterborough at 8:40 p.m. weighing 8lbs 

4ozs to parents Kira and Andrew von Zuben. 

Her brother Auren and sister Fern are very excited about the new 

arrival and have been very helpful. 
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The Gooderham Sky         

by Brian Mould 

  

  As we continue 

along our year long 

journey around our 

sun, each night as we 

turn our backs to the 

sun, we see a slight 

change in the        

positions of the stars. 

They tend to drift 

westward. With each 

changing season we 

see new constella-

tions appear from the 

east. 

Our ancestors used 

these constellations to mark the arrival of each season. 

 But how to make out these constellations? Some stars 

appear to be in groups while others seem to be        

randomly placed. While all cultures saw patterns in 

the stars, the Greek naming is the one we still use        

today. The objects they saw were prominent in their 

day to day world. Gods and goddesses, and the       

animals around them, just as our children today might 

connect the dots and see patterns of iPods and laptops. 

The Greeks had a simple way of naming the stars, they 

used their alphabet to name each star within a        

constellation usually beginning with the brightest. 

Therefore, in the constellation Cygnus the swan, the 

brightest star would be named Alpha Cygni, then Beta 

Cygni, and so on down their alphabet. 

 It may seem a little over whelming to pick any      

constellation out but a simple star chart is the first 

step. Don't try to learn them all at once, pick one and 

learn to recognize it easily before you try another, then 

before you know it the stars will become a               

recognizable map to the seasons and compass         

directions.                               

Gooderham’s  Annual  Christmas  

Dinner 

Mark your calendars!  Our annual Christmas dinner is coming 

up on Saturday Dec. 10th at the Robert McCausland Memorial 

Community Centre.   Back by popular demand is our caterer 

Candy Robinson.  Come and enjoy a traditional Turkey dinner 

with old friends, and meet some new ones.  Dinner will be 

served at 6:00 and we will be having our penny auction again 

this year.  This is also the time when we announce our 

“Community Spirit Award” winner for this year.               

Tickets are $15.00 each and can be purchased from Barb 

Bader 705-447-2207, Marilyn Wooder 705 447-2906, Bonnie 

Ryall 705-447- 3473, or Mary Cox 705-447-3446. Come and 

enjoy some fun and good food. 

Brian has been an amateur astronomer for many years 

and I make my home under the beautiful dark skies in 

Gooderham with my wife Dana and children Megan 

and Hayden. 

Cottage Country Cats Animal Rescue says 

thanks to all for the donations in helping our 

homeless at the Gooderham Xmas sale. We 

were able to adopt out two adult cats that 

week. Progress is slow but positive and we 

are also always looking for Volunteers. Our 

group is very sociable and fun. We enjoy   

getting together monthly and chatting about 

how we are progressing and what the future 

holds for these homeless that rely on us and 

give back so much more. We are all like 

minded and have a lot of fun working        

together. Please if you have any time no   

matter how much please call 705 447-3308. 

Also check us out on Facebook updates at 

Cottage Country Cats Animal Rescue 
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Ward 3 Councillor’s Report prepared by Cec Ryall  

The leaves have fallen and the first snow has come. Snow tires are humming, Santa is hard at work getting 

ready for Christmas and 2011 is almost over. Much was done in 2011 but there is a lot more to do.               

The Gooderham website (www.gooderhamontario.com) is alive and well. It is an excellent website and       

provides a tonne of info. Please link to it and you will not be disappointed. 

Most of our community centre renovations are completed, including the fire alarm system. However, we are 

still waiting for the approval of grant money to assist in the washroom accessibility upgrades.  Interior lighting 

and limited heating for the Gooderham Ice Rink change room has been approved and the requirements are now 

out for quotations. The work should be completed for this season. The Station 3 Fire Hall now has its new 

roof,  windows and the new tanker truck is also in service. However, its  furnace is dying and is not repairable. 

Bill Wingrove will be asking for a new one in the 2012 budget.  

The 2012 Canada Day grant application is due by the end of January. We hope the great work that was done 

by Ron Barr’s crew, the Station 3 Firefighters and the Gooderham Community Action Group for our 2011 

event will enable us to renew our 2012 grant and maybe increase the amount. 

The Haliburton Historical Society had its November meeting in our community centre and several Gooderham 

residents were there. Because more Gooderham people could not make that meeting, it was decided to have 

our own meeting on January 9th, 2012. If you are interested in Gooderham’s history, please leave your contact 

information with Marilyn Billings, at the Gooderham library. 

Unfortunately, the LCBO can no longer sponsor the Gooderham Bottle Drive. Over the years, the drive has 

raised thousands of dollars for worthwhile Gooderham projects. This would not have been possible without the 

support of our LCBO. However, I am currently working with the Gooderham Station 3 Firefighters and the 

Gooderham Community Action Group to see if we cannot continue it, in some form. 

There is still time to plan for a Gooderham Demolition Derby in 2012 but we need volunteers to run it. 

Design concepts for the new Highlands East signage are in progress and Gooderham signage should be ready 

in the spring. “Yours to Explore” is now the official slogan of Highlands East. It will be a major part of a   

marketing campaign for the municipality. We are also looking into provincial and federal funding options to 

assist in the project. We will know more by the end of February. 

The pharmacy and medical centre, in Wilberforce, are still under construction. The pharmacy could be open in 

2011 but the medical centre might not be completed until 2012. The Business and Economic Development 

Committee is currently investigating new opportunities and projects for Highlands East businesses. Several of 

them could give Gooderham businesses a shot in the arm and maybe provide the seed for new businesses to 

develop. The results could include better marketing, training and funding options. Unfortunately, it is too early 

to give you any more information than that. 

The annual Gooderham Christmas dinner is being held on December 10th at our community centre. The tickets 

are $15.00 and are available from the Building Department or any member of the Gooderham Community   

Action Group. If you want to celebrate the Christmas spirit with good food, don’t miss it. 

I hope that everyone enjoys the upcoming season of joy and remembers those that are less fortunate.        

Merry Christmas to everyone and have a happy and safe New Year. 
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The Next Homestead: 

Defining Decisions By Andrew von Zuben 

 Grasping for something tangible we often refer to 
death and taxes as being those only truths in an       
uncertain existence.  There is, however, something 
more profound and constant that we may rely upon as 
a steadfast certainty.  Although we may regard 
Change as something ephemeral, Change is truly the 
greatest constant in the Universe. 

  To embrace Change is to submit to the ebb and flow 
of the Universe.  To know Change is the laying of 
hands on the Earth.  To exact Change is empowerment 
and freedom. 

Yet many of us shun Change when mediocrity settles 
us into routine.  Once entrenched, we try staying the 
course against the indisputable inertia of Change. 

  A simple and responsible lifestyle is often referred to 
as sustainable living.  I have used the term frequently 
when describing our own goals.  The implication is 
that by not consuming more resource than you return 
you may continue a lifestyle indefinitely without    
degrading your environment.  The concept, however, 
is much like the idea of perpetual motion.  There is the 
assumption that everything will remain as it is;       
preserved in the balance.  This idea ignores the       
indisputable nature of the Universe.   

  The ability to negotiate Change implies the resiliency 
to adapt to our environment, both physical and        
societal.  Sustainable living is impossible in a universe 
where Change is the ultimate dynamic.  Sustainable 
living is a utopian dream and shelter from our fear of 
inconsistency and change.  We must change our view 
of homesteading from that of a sustainable dream to 
one of a lifestyle fraught with uncertainty, challenge, 
and Change. 

  For those living in the comfort and constancy of   
organized society the thought of sustainable living 
may be a lifestyle ideal. 

 

Knowing that our current economy predicates it’s own 
end, many wish to choose an alternate path for the  
betterment of ourselves and the planet.  

Some people make the change.  Some people just   
fantasize.  Some people do what they can.  Some   
people do everything they can.  Who are you? 

More important is how to make the change.  How to 
shift from a steady income, predictable routines,    
consistent self-gratification; sustainable living. 

Homesteading is not sustainable living.               
Homesteading is Change. 

  For those living in the comfort and constancy of   
organized society the thought of change may be    
fearful. 

Knowing that you will be immersed into a world of 
sporadic income, laborious routine, and delayed    
gratification; seasons of constant change. 

For there lies the noble beauty of Change.  To cast 
aside fear and embrace the Universe for what it truly 

is and not what you wish it to be. 

  Idealism may be the motive for choosing the home-
steading life.  It may also be our instinctual desire for 
meaning and balance.  Having been fooled by the 
modern economic for so long, the passion is at hand 
but the will has been drowned in comfort and apathy. 

Fear is a marketing strategy, not a reason to hesitate. 

  My goal is not to discourage those who wish to 
choose the homesteading life.  It is only that the      
rewards be understood to be different than they are 
often seen. 

There most certainly is romanticism in the simple and 
rural life.  The real fulfillment, however, is realized 
through trials; failures and successes alike. 

  Idealism wanes and truth begins to saturate life.  Just 
as Spring clears the hazy dream of a long Winter.   

If you use the social media site Facebook, make 

sure you check out the Gooderham Classifieds 

Facebook page. It’s a great place to list your free 

buy and sell ads or advertise your garage sale or 

other community event. 

Parents interested in bringing their little ones to a 

Story Circle Time at the Gooderham Library branch 

on Wednesday afternoons, please see Marilyn Billings 

for more information. Parent volunteers to read the 

stores are also needed. 
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Spotlight On: 

 Bottomline Bookkeeping Services 

Marilyn Wooder owns and     

operates Bottomline Bookkeep-

ing Services and loves what she 

is doing.  She lives on beautiful 

Glamour Lake Road, and    

wanting to enjoy every minute 

of it, decided to open a new 

business in order to stay at 

home.  She is a mother of four 

and is enjoying being a doting grandma to her four 

precious grandchildren and two beautiful great grand-

babies. Her motto for living is: “Life is a coin, you can 

spend it any way you wish, but you can only spend it 

once”.  She is putting her many years of bookkeeping 

experience to work for small businesses.  She under-

stands that being a small business owner you have 

more important things to do than worrying about 

bookkeeping.  Bottomline Bookkeeping Service pro-

vides experienced, affordable and dependable book-

keeping.  She can take care of your books for you so 

you can get back to the job of running your business 

and generating profits. She offers a variety of services 

including Accounts Receivable and Payable, bank rec-

onciliation, financial statements,  Invoice preparation, 

payroll, sales tax returns and E-filing of individual tax 

returns.  Contact her for free pickup and delivery at 

705-447-2906 or marilyn.wooder@gmail.com.        

We wish you well Marilyn in your new endeavour. 

Meet Your Neighbour 

Living in a community that covers a vast geographic area it is sometimes 

hard to get to know your neighbours, especially when some of them are 

several kilometres away.  When asked if I would do this article on one of 

my neighbours, I was delighted.  I would often wave as I passed them on 

one of their walks.  I knew a little about them, but also knew that there was 

much more to learn about this interesting couple.  Let me introduce you to 

Brian and Dorothy Menton, owners and operators of Inuksuk Manor, a 

beautiful stack wood home Bed & Breakfast, nestled amid the trees on their 98 acres property.  They moved to 

Gooderham permanently 13 years ago.  It took them 15 years to build their home as they could only work in 

the summers. During the other months they worked in various communities throughout the North West       

Territories and Nunavut. They have been married for 41 years and have three sons and are blessed with seven 

precious grandchildren.  They started their Bed & Breakfast 10 years ago.  Brian and Dorothy are both     

teachers and for 27 years taught in the NWT where they both went on to become principles.  They have held 

many positions there including Assistant Superintendent of schools in Baffin and Director of Education for the 

Baffin Divisional Board of Education.  When they moved to Yellowknife Brian worked for the Department of 

Education in charge of School Curriculum’s.  They are also actively involved and committed to their work 

with the Rotary clubs.  Brian holds the position of District Governor and travels throughout Northern Ontario 

and Quebec meeting with and encouraging the many clubs they visit.  They are very proud of the work that the 

Rotary clubs do.  The Rotary Club is an international and volunteer organization of business and professional 

leaders who provide humanitarian service, and help to build goodwill and peace in the world.  Rotary clubs are 

in over 200 countries.  The Rotary club of Haliburton has been active since the 1940’s.  It has contributed over 

half a million dollars to the Haliburton Highlands Hospital, supported Fleming College, Head Lake Park, the 

locomotive, trails, scholarships and most recently the Volunteer Dental Outreach Clinic, just to name a few of 

their projects.  The club has also contributed to the Gooderham Volunteer Fire Dept, the Christmas party and 

Horseshoe Days, the club also hosts the annual summer carnival and will again be doing the gingerbread house 

contest.  They are a very busy and committed couple who love and serve the people in their communities.    

We are very blessed to have people like you living in our neighbourhood.  Way to go “neighbours”! 
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Porky And Me –By Sally Kenerson 

Skritch. Skritch. Skritch. 4a.m. and I am awakened by that sound What the heck? Oh, dang. The squirrels are 

really inside the eaves and are chewing their way into the cozy attic? No, direction is wrong. This is scratching 

on the wall. Mice in the wall? Yuck. No, sounds like it’s outside. Sheesh. Try to ignore it and go back to sleep? 

Wasn’t I in the middle of a dream about Kevin Costner? John Cusack? Skritch. Skritch. Dang. Off I go,    

flashlight in hand. Nice that the mosquitoes have not arrived yet. 

I round the corner of the house and see the culprit. “Porcupine! Stop chewing on the house!” He /she turns to 

see who is interrupting the plywood snack and apparently decides that I am not a threat. Skritching continues. 

“Porcupine! Beat it!” After a few lame threats and a feigned rush at him, he waddles off, wondering why I am 

yelling gibberish. Actually, it was coherent (for 4a.m.) English, but how much English do porcupines really 

understand? 

Back to bed. That’s that! 

Five minutes later. Skritch. Skritch. Skritch. Dang. Off I go. Repeat previous encounter, but this time do not 

feign mad rush. I execute it so brilliantly that he does not waddle off—he runs. Sort of fast. Who knew they 

could run? Maybe they should try that on the highway crossings. I chase along behind, hurling loud non-cuss 

words at his prickly backside. He heads for the trees. Back to bed for 10 minutes. The alarm goes off. Oh, yay. 

He does not return. 

All is well for several nights. Victory is mine! 

Skritch. Skritch. Skritch. Glance at the clock. 4:30 a.m. Sunday. My dog is sleeping soundly, oblivious to the 

destruction of the plywood skirting. My cat watches the destruction from his vantage point on the window sill. 

Off I go, flashlight in hand. 

“Porcupine! What are you doing?” No response except for the skritching. “Oh, eating? Well, beat it!” He 

moves to the next panel and samples the gray plywood there. Hmm. I head back into the house and grab the 

gun. The water gun. I load it up and test it in the kitchen sink—the cat having left at the sight of it. (It has been 

used as a deterrent when he stalks baby birds in their nest on the eaves.) It works! Fires a good stream.      

Lock and load! Let’s roll! 

“Porcupine! Eat water!” I fire. No stream of water. Trigger is jammed. Water runs down my sleeve.           

Porky does not move. Maybe it’s not fully loaded. Maybe neither is my brain. I go back in, add more water. 

Don’t bother to test it, just put my faith in dollar store Chinese technology. 

“Porcupine!! Dang. Still doesn’t work. Ahha! The rain barrel and a pail. I toss a 

pail (full) at Porky’s back. A direct hit. He stops chewing and moves quickly away. 

I follow along again and arc another pail of water at him. Another hit.                   

He runs toward the tree line. 

And I haven’t heard from him since. Nor have I dreamed of Kevin Costner again. 

Dang! 

 

Sally Kenerson thinks porcupines are cute until her dog bites one. 
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Calling all kids! Join us every Thursday evening at the 
Community Center from 6—7:30pm for Fun Night. This is a 

great time for  kids to come together, play games, run 

around, make crafts etc. The activities are determined by 

the parents in  attendance. This is not a supervised        

program, so parents are asked to stay with their kids.  

Kids Corner  Tongue Twisters & Jokes:              
Santa’s sleigh slides on slick snow.                           

Silly smelly snowman slips and slides.                      

Why is it always cold at Christmas?                

Because it’s always in Decemburrrr. 

Contact Us: 

If you have a suggestion for an article or 

any comments regarding the Gooderham 

Connection Newsletter please contact   

either. 

Barb Bader –705 447-2207                     

Or email Jennifer Horner at :                  

goodhorner@bell.net 

The Gooderham Connection Newsletter 

welcomes all articles and contributions 

from the community. 

To advertise contact Barb Bader of the 

Gooderham Community Action Group. 

Archived issues can be viewed on line at 

www.gooderhamontario. 

If you would like to receive this newslet-

ter by email, please contact Jennifer at 

above email address. 


